I The most challenging of
all elevator incidents is the removal of
victims who are caught between the
elevator and the hoistway door or
hoistway shaft. Such situations could
arise from accidents involving eleva-
tor maintenance personnel or some
vouthful game plaving with elevators.
Victims' hands, feet, or other body
parts or entire bodies can be caught
berween the car and hoistway,
There are guidelines that you can
use o matter how large or small the
incident. O arrival at the scenc, con-
duet a size-up (o answer the following
questions hcfore implementing a
game plan: Where in the eclevator
hoistway is the victim located? 1s it a
single-car or multicar hoistway? Isita
blind shaftway, and if so, where are
the required openings located? Can
vou open d hoistway door near the
victim's location to get a closer look
at the situation? (In many instances
the position of the victim's body
blocks the hoistay door. ) What will
be the most advantageous location to
work from? In multicar hoistways, will
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it be possible to use an adjoining car
to get to the vicHm?

What is the victim’s condition? Is he
conscious, ¢an he converse with res-
cuers, and will he be able to assist in
his rescue! Docs he need immediate
first aid? Are medical personnel at the
scene? If so, will they be able o
conduct paticnt assessment? (Node: In
operations involving deceased  vic-
tims, speed is not as important when
compared with operations involving a
seriously injured victim. )

How is the victim caught? In which
direction was the car moving prior o
the accident? Is the power to the
elevator shut down? How much clear-
ance do you need o free the victim?
Can you move the elevator car with-
out further injuring the victim? 1s an
clevator mechanic at the scene?

Having a qualificd clevator mechan-
ic at the scene will be of great assis-
Lance during the rescue operation. e
will be able to tell you if the elevator
can he moved up or down, how much
clearance you can gain, what parts of
the car you can remove to gain addi-
tional clearance, and how he can
move the elevator car from the ma-
chinery room. Cooperation and coor-
dination beween rescuers and the
elevator mechanic is essential.

Every elevator incident is unigue.
Draw on your experience from previ-
ous incidents,

“afety is 2 prime consideration for
both rescuer and victim. Be sure to
secure safety lines to cveryone wark:

ing in hoistways, Provide adequate
lighting. Have medical personnel
standing by. Leave a member at the
power shutdown location. Provide
communmnication between the machin-
ery room and the incident location.
Lse only trained and experienced
rescue personnel and only the neces-
sary number—don’t exposc members
t0 unnecessary dangers.

ELEVATORS AND FIRES

Fires can occur in the elevator car,
in the hoistway, at the base of the
hoistway shaft, and in the elevartor
machinery room, During fires in cle-
vator shafts and assemblies the main
power supply muost be shut down and
all elevator cars checked for occu-
pants. If fire conditions permit, it is
best 1o empty all cars of occupants
prior to shutting down the power.

Grease fires invoelving the cables or
machinery on top of the elevator cars
are very common. Rubbish accumula-
tion at the base of the hoistway shaft is
often the source of these nuisance
fires.

The biggest problem resulting from
elevator fires is the smoke condition
A rubbish fire at the base of 2 hoistway
shaft can scnd smoke billowing up the
shaft, into the elevator car, and out
onio the floors serviced by the shaft,
These rubbish fires have resulted in
mass evacuations of office buildings.

If a fire occurs in the machinery
room, use caution if the fire is electri-
cal in nature. It will be necessary to
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wse Class "C” extinguishers (for elec-
trical equipment). You will need a
charged handline 1o pratect members
and to use in the event that the fire is
not electrical,

Fires within clevator cars them-
selves dre not as Comimqaon l'H.:('aUSf
there is very litthe to burn inside the
car. Most are due to carelessness
involving smoking and rubbish or are
incendiary in nature,

USING ELEVATORS DURING FIRES

Fire nperations originating in apart-
ments or offices can have a scrious
effvct on elevator aperations. You
must use caution so that runoff water
doesn’t enter the clevator hoistway
shafts. Elevator components (electri-
cal and mechanical) can be seriously
affected by heat and water. Erraric car
movement can fesult from water or
heat damagé. You can use salvage
covers to prevent runoff water from
entering the shafts.

Consider walking up to the fire
floor when the fire is below the 10th
foor, It may take a lirtle longer, but it
will ensure vour safe arrival. With
today's emphasis on physical fiiness,
firefighters should nor have any prob-
lem walking the 10 floors,

When using elevators, always plan
on getting off at least owo floors below
the fire. Always have a means of
communication when using elevators,
whether it is the elevator car tele-
phone or intercom system. At least
one member in the elevator car
should have a portable radio, In the
event that the car stalls, vou can
inform the incident commander,

If you suspect that an elevator car
may have been affected by the heat of
the fire, use another car. If possible,
pse an elevator that services the floor
involved but thar would not be affect-
ed by water or heat. When using an
clevator, test it by stopping at inter-
vals of five (o seven floors o be
certain that the car is working proper-
Iy. If you encounter any problems,
stop the elevator at the next floor, get

uff, and wse another clevator or walk
up to the fire floor to access.

Never overload the elevator—al-
low for the extra weight of turnout
geac, hose, and tools, You may necd
forcible entry tools if the car becomes
stuck and you must force open the
clevator car door. You also can use
the tools if you arrive at a loor and
find the hoistway door secured, pre-
veNLing egress.

Alwavs check the location of the
nearest stairway in relation o the
elevator. If conditions change rapidly,
vou may have to use the stairs

Some elevators are equipped with a
special Firemen's Service, This service
allows fire personnel w contral the
clevator. A special kev returns all
elevators to their terminal point. In
some svstems the activation of a
smoke alarm or sprinkler automatical-
Iv returns all elevator cars to their

terminal point, Such systems are usu- |

ally identified with special markings,
indicating that they are for use by fire
department personnel only, The regu-
lations, requirements, and restrictions
that apply to this special Firemen's
service vary according to municipal-
ity, towmn, city, and state. Fire depart-
ment personnel must have a working
knowledge of these systems. Hold
orientation programs involyving fire
personnel, building  security, and
maintenance and elevator employees
to familiarize them with the system'’s
capabilities and limitations.
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Traming sessions on clevator oper-
ations during fires or emergencies
should be a reguired part of every
department's training program. You
van arrange with elevator companies
to have your members attend sessions
to gain a working knowledge of their
elevators. Some elevator companics
provide training rapes. Housing com-
plexes with numerous elevators often
provide training drills for fire person-
nel and also may provide the special
tools or keys needed to open their
elevaror doors, Building owners
should equip rescue personnel with
the necessary tools and knowledge o
handle clevator incidents, ®
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TRAPPED?
OUT OF AIR?

OMEGA 1
Emergency Alr System

THE FINAL OPTION

Trapped and running out of air,
whet would you do?
The Cmega | Emergency Alr System
will deliver breathable qir through
the attock line to your mask.

Crmega | Emergency Adr System
the oniy Hnal option system avatlable,
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