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UTILIZING THE RESCUE COMPANY

I [ is 330 am. onacold
winter night and the voice on the
department radio in the cab of the
rescue truck is firing out a preliminary
report, giving instructions and other
information  from the communica-
tions dispatcher in rapid-fire order.
The tone of voice indicates a serious
fire is in progress,

The building involved is a four-
story occupicd dwelling with heavy
fire in the cellar and a smoke condi-
tion that has obscured the entire
building from view. The first-arriving
unit reports that people on the npper
floors are screaming for help and
unable to exit the building. In addi-
tion, a heavy odor of illuminating gas
is evident on arrival of the unirs,
Additonal reports indicate that fire is
extending out the rear of the building,
cutting off the fire escape as a means
of egress and severely exposing an old
church located directly to the rear of
the fire building,

The incident commander immedi-
ately requests additional help after
being notificd of all existing condi-
tions and his initial response assign-
ment—including a task force of three
pumpers, two ladder companies, an
additional chief officer, and a rescuc
company. Standard operating proce-
dures have guided the first-arriving
units to their initial assignments, The
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incident commander places his initial
artack lines in position, and the ladder
company members have laddered the
building and are removing people
from the upper floors. All units with
the exception of the rescue company
are on the scenc and heavily engaged
in their dutics.

The incident commander has prior-
itized his immediate concerns and
orders the rescue company on Qs
arrival to assist in the search and
rescue of victims from the upper
floors of the fire building. His decision
10 use the rescuc company this way is
based on experience. Iis primary
responsibility in this incident is the
sife removal or rescuc of the people
trapped in the fire building. Because
of the magnitude of the fire, such
problems as victims trapped above
the fire, and reflex time of the addi-
tional wnits. he decides o use the
TESCUE COmpany,

What if the building involved was 3
bourded-up vacant building with the
same fire condition but no life hazard?
Would the incident commander

A order the rescoe company to find
out the canse of the strong gas odor
and shut it down from the strect with
its special gas shutoff keys?

B. have it place into operation spe-
cial saws used for cutting the boarded
phywood windows and doors?

C. have it check the possible fire
extension to the church dircctly in
the rear of the fire building?

D, assign all of the above to the
rescue Company”?

In this case the incident command-
er's knowledge of the rescue compa-
ny's manning, expertise, and response
assignment combined with fire condi-

tions would aford him the luxury of
multiple  assignments for one unit
while awaiting additional help. The
rescue company’s manning level of an
officer and five fircfighters would al-
low for three two-man teams capable
of covering all three assignments: The
officer and one member would check
the exposure in the rear for exten-
sion, another team would operate the
special saws on the boarded-up win-
dows and doors, and a third ream
would work on shutting down the gas
in the stree

A VERSATILE UNIT

How should an incident command-
er use a rescue company? His deci-
sions are based on a number of fac-
tors: the tvpe and nature of the inci-
dent, the tvpe of response assignment
{initial or special-called), the special
equipment unigue to the unit, and the
expertise of the unit's members. Inci-
dent commanders, because of their
experience, are the key o effectively
utilizing the rescue company.

Not every fire will have the same
problems or be of the same magni-
tude. Incidents do not have o be
complex, unique, or the odd job for
an incident commander to put the
rescue company to work. Fire can
present a multitude of problems.

At a recent fire an incident com-
mander was about to declare the fire
under control when he was notified
that a heavy smoke condition teap-
pearcd above the original fire floor,
Attempts to locate the source of the
smoke condition were hindered due
to the renovations that had raken
place in the old building over the
vears, The incident commander had
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not used the rescue company initially

because of the first artack line's quick
knockdown of the fire. However, he
ordered rescue company members to
search for the source of the smoke
condition with their special hear-de-
tecting camera, Within minutes the
special camera located a hidden pock-
et of fire in a recessed area of the
ceiling that was causing the smoke
condition but couldn't be seen by
firefighters using conventional scarch
methods. The incident commander's
familiarity with the rescue company’s
specialized equipment enabled him 1o
successfully urtilize it

In the case of a serious fire in the
cellar of a fircproof building with
limited access that needs immediate
ventilation, the incident commander
could decide o put the rescue com-
pany's pavement breakers to work, Or
the rescue company could check for
visible signs of cracks or collapse.

Whether the task is ventilation, entry,

search, or rescue during initial opera-
tions or the use of special tools and
equipment at a large-scale operation,
the incident commander’s decision to
cmploy the rescue company can have
a mijor impact on the outcome of an
operation. The rescue company is an
additional resource o draw on re-
gardless of the conditions.

EMERGENCY RESPONMSE

Emergency responses are a large
part of every department’s activitics,
In one of the largest fire departments
in the world, emergency responses
comprise 3 percent of the total an-
nual responses. How does the inci-
dent commander effectively utilize
the rescue company at emergencies?

Recently units responded 1o a gas
odor in 3 buoilding. Such incidents
usuvally are caused by a gas jet left on,
defective stoves, or pilot lights going
out. Units at such responses usually
find the leak's spurce fairly quickly by
going from apartment to apartment oo
locate and rectify the problem. In this
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incident, however, the source of the
leak remained clusive. Members
checked and rechecked every apart-
ment, stove, and gas appliance. A
rescue company using a combustible
detecting meter wias able to trace the
source of the leak to a supply pipe in a
wall and seal off the pipe using a leuk
and plug kit. Again the incident com-
mander prevented a minor incident
from becoming & major one by using
the rescue company

One incident commander’s solu-
lion to d major water leak was 1o call a
rescue company to the scene, The
expertise of scuba-equipped rescue
members quickly resolved what
could have been a serious situation.

A training session at which a rescue
company displayed its newest equip-
ment provided an incident command-
er with important knowledge that he
used at a serious incident the follow-
ing weck: a partial building collapse
that trapped a worker under a large
slab of concrete. The sections of bro-
ken concrete were too heavy for
rescue workers to lift. A crane ap-
peared to be the only way to move the
concrete. Time was of the essence—
the trapped worker had been serious-
Iy injured, and waiting for a crane
could prove fatall The [C ordered
apparatus cleared from the immediate
arca and had the rescue company
back its rig as closc o the scene as
possible. Having seen the "A™ frame
and hoist attachment during the train-
ing session, he used this equipment (o
lift the concrete slabs and rescue the
trapped worker,

bk ok

Rescue company fesponscs range
trom building collapse to vehicle ex-
trications, machinery entrapments,
impalements, train and railcar inci-
dents, trench cave-ins, and scuba and
haz-mat incidents. Success in such
operations can be greatly enhanced
by effectively utilizing the rescue
company, Familiarity and knowledge
of the rescue company’s equipment
and rools, fraining, and expertise will
prove a vital resource that the IC can
draw on in both major and minor
incidents. m
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