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‘TRAPPED IN

BY RAY DOWNEY AND TERENCE S. HATTON

On January 26, 1994, 4 gas explosion in
i S a Queens, New York. restaurant caused a
 fire and collapse that tested the resources
i ofthe City of New Yark (NY) Fire Depart-
““ment. The restaurant. located ar the cor-
ner of 38th Avenue and 22nd Street in the
Long Island City section of the borough,
S0 weas a one-story building of ordinary con-
\ struction measuring 20 by 60 feet. It had
similar buildings on both sides. Four inch-
- gsof snow were on the ground, and the
o lemperature was in the 20s.
] At 8:23 am, the first call came in to the
L0 fire department that an explosion had
A tfpped through the restaurant while about
i 10 customers were inside. causing por-
+ tions of the foor o fll in and the win:
4 dows and walls to blow out, The 14-inch-
Sothick unreinforced concrete floor sup-
[ ported by 16-inch steel [-beams was
S iblown up and broken into sections that
Sy came to rest on the first floor and in the
47 basement, alung with interior furnishings.
<Units were on the scene within four
minutes of nitial calls to the Are depart-
“ment. The initial response included the
~“pormal complement of three engines, two
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laclders, one heayy rescue company, and J
battaliom chief Swmerous calls to the
cormmanicitions centor indicared the in-
cident wis much more sericus than vrigi-
raly reported. Cmarcival of the ficst unis,
the incident communder trnsmitied @
mugor disester signad that hrought addse
ticemal units—rhree more heavy rescue
companies, @ collapse wnit, @ technical
response viehicle, Letical support units,
dand ovore engine and ladder companics,

OPERATIONS

Licutenant Terence 5 Haron, the ofi-
cor in charge of Rescoe Coo 4, the Arst
TeEsCuy L'H[]I!’Jil.l'.l'}' o arfive «ut the soene,
began o size-up of the building's exterior
witlls. The wills had severe deformities,
The vool was danuaged but was still on the
structure The amached exposuees did nog
appear o be damaged

A guick survey of the building's interior
showed signs of major sirocturd damage.
The muatjor rubble plc consisted of numaer-
ous slabs of broken concrete measuring
10 by 1O feet.

The FRXNY Collapse Rescue Plan. con-
sisting of five stages, was implemented.

Sergre £ Surveying for feafed efctims,
Members performed a survey and recon-

dissance of the entire arca for tapped
victims

Sfegge B Reweoiriuy surface eicting,
While 4 small fre wis cxtinguished, fire:
Bphrers stirted extricating and removing
surhice victims. Information gathering is
essenil ar this time Questioning  the
remowved victims helps the [C decide his
next plm of action 16 all reports indicarecd
cvervone wis accounted for. he could
withulrow ull members and procveed with
the operation without urgency. IE there
were ropects of missing victims, the ganme
plan would change drasocally.

A number of other tasks were per-
tormed simultancously at this time

® The shutdown of all otilicies —gas,
electrivity, and witer—is @ primary con-
cern i all rescue operations oo ensure
vicoms' and eescuers” saferv. AL this inci-
dent, because the basement was involved
in the explosion, access oo otilities was
denied. The 1 immediately  mequested
utility companies to respond to the scene
ds s s pessible

& Adjacent buildings were checked foc
possible victims and damage

® The collapse unit began shoring up
the remaining sections of the buoilding

Sterge 30 Exploring onkds and remmoving

SEMS Puts You in Control of Safety Equipment Inspections
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“IntnnEacalty sale scanner availabe [ootional)

SEMS [Safety Equipment
Managemenl System) s &
compulenzed bar-coded
system thal sirearmlines salety
inspactons of fire exbnguish-
ers, fire coors, SCEA, efs

YWith SEMS you get completa
access ko

: Inspector identification
= Prior inspection dates

» Equipment condition

s Previous testing dates
» Equipment location

To use SEMS, simply scan”
a laoel attachen o equipment
then scan a senes of inspection
status codes This infommaton is
up-loaded info your computer
wherg nspechion data is
Updated,

Bestof all a complete SEM3
program costs thousards of
daliars less tnan other syslems.

Call ar write wday far mare
mtormation and & free demon-
siration diskets.
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vectims, Lt Hatton and Firefighter Kevin
Dewwdel] of Rescue Co. 2 were searching
thie voids when they heand the voice of o
waltress trapped under rubble o the base-
ment. The force of the explusion il
ripped apart the concrete loor she wis
standing on info a4 vaciety of configura
tions, Many of these sections were resting
precariously over the area where  the
victim was trappoed.

Rescuers fuced other problems The
sections of concrete were ol a size and
weight that prevented moving or com-
pletely removing them 1o gin aocess bo
the victim, Every action s a reaconon,
and any movement or removal of the
wrong structurdl member can cause o
secondery collapse thar can prove fatal wo
rescuers and victims, Thos, SCPs call for
the aperations chief o use only experi-
enved rescue personne| insuch sitwations.
Both Hatton and Dowdell had such expe-
rience

Operating in the void also exposcd
rescuets i pockers of gis thar had builtup
in the basement prior o the explosion,
{The cause of the explosion is thought to
faye boen gas leaking from the street intno
the hasement that went undetected, After
a sufficient accumulation reached an igni-
tion source, the explosion occurred, with
the resulting collapse )

Srage 4 Remoning sedecied debris, Only
the debris thar prevents access o the
victim is removed. This has o twotold
purposce: Reducing the amount of debris
handled can reduce the chances of sec-
ondary collapse, and safer operations ane
ensuredh Hateon and Dowdell, in radio
communication with the openions chict,
wirked to carcfully remove debris,

Fircfighters used trench jacks and wood
cribbing to try to stabilize the concrete
near the victim. The void opeming that
provided access to the victim was narmow
and limited — rescuers tonneled info pesi-
tion near her through an opening only 24
inches wide by 4ib inches long, varying in
height from ane o foure feet Only one
rescuer dr a tme could work on the
wvictim, This became an even bigger prob-
lem when a paramedic had woener the
void space to freat the victim for crush
syndrome, an injury that can prove futal if
o treared prompily and properly (sce
sitlebar "Crush Syndrome” by De Dario
Gonzalez, who was in charge of medical
personnel ar the scene ) In s case. the
excellent medical treatment admimstered
o the victim during the prolonged rescuc
operation resulted in her full recovery.

When they reached the victim, they
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EXPOSURE 1 WALL

CELLAR FLOOR

CELLAR: VIEW FROM EXPOSURE 4 |
I-BEAM

REFRIGERATOR ‘

EXPOSURE 3 WALL

Prepan pevchodogical reassurance o calm
her, They were able o work ber upper
rorsa free with licdle difficofey. However,
hier legs were trapped under Lirge secoons
of Miwreing ancd rubble thar didn't appear
casy o rennwe, As they worked o free
her legs, o poce of looring provenied
them from seemg how decp one g wis
tapped. Rescuers waorking from above
slowly remvwved debns from this area

Firefighter Bill Luke of Rescoc Co. 2w
held upside down und lowered oo @ V-
shaped void, where he was able 1o work
the leg frev, Using wir bags. hydraulic rams,
citting tools o Swiss womy ke oo reach
arias that saws conld not. and ingenuity,
rescncrs freed the victimeafter three hiwres
ol entrpoent

The onlv opening eongh which the
victim could be transported fad o be
uul;n'gcd frosmy cabove. Rescuers used an
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evacetylene morch o cut ansay part of o
steel Fheam thar was blocking the anly
vighle means of egress. Since the explo-
sion wis gus-relited, burmmg opoerations
coald not begin unril meter readings cio-
sured the drmosphere was safe

Shege 52 Renroldng generol dofres Alter
rescuers removed the victim und were
certain there were oo other possible viee
tims, genert] debeis eemoval began,

LESSOMS LEARNED AND REINFORCED

® The six-saded approach s the safest
means of void exploration. [n this rescue
rwar Toms, one wirking oo above and
the other paining access from the side,
worked together e successtully rescue
the victim.

& sing the five stages of collapse res-
cue helps ensure the safety of vicoims and
rescners, [oalas provides o logical se-

guence f GICLCS N fescuc Operations.

® Don't assume thar smaller collapsed
structures will be less of 3 problem than
Larger structures. Although this building
wis only 200 by 60 feel, large, heavy
seclivne of broken concrete flooring were
domajur vhstacle for rescucrs. It was
extremely unsate and impractical o cog-
siter Breubang up the concrete or attempl-
img o move 0 while a victim was trapped
unclerneith

® [nformation gathered early in the
operanon helps the incident commander
plin a course of action. A rotal of 12
people were injured at this incident. The
early decountubility of missing  victims
wis extremely helpful o the 1C in plan-
ning the rescoe operation,

& Toncly myedical tregtment is a must. In
this ciase. having 4 paramedic treat the
victim during the rescue was the key to
her full cecovery. Crush syndrome train:
ing should be oo part of every rescue
tl.'.;l.lllll"lh“' pmgrum.

& {ommunications muost be horizontal
and vertical. Everyone anvolved in the
cescUe mest know what inhers are doing.
Courdinirion between rescue  [Eams
working within the void and above was
vital

® Hescur uporations can be  guite
lengthy Your rescue  operational  plan
st bk this into consaderation. You may
roach o trapped victime relatvely quickly
but then spend hours working to free him,
Satety of rescuees wid victims is the prima-
rv oconsideraticon.

® Think positive. Victims have been
successiully rescocd after davs of entrap-
nicnt.

® Use vour expericnces and lessons
learnicd e rrain others, @



BY DARID GONZALEZ, M.D.

Crush syodrome has been recog-
nized w2 complication of collapsed
structure incidents since the London
bombings of the s, The same find-
ings were confirmed during revicews of
the 1976 Tangshan carthguake in Chi-
ma, That event produced 361,300 vic-
tims. of which approximately 20 per
cent suffered from crush syndrome,
Many paticnts described as slow
death™ wicnims most probably were
uptecognized @l cosh syndrome
victims. This was repeatedly shown o
b an issue that resulted i significant
morbidity and mortality for Armenian
earthgquake survivors In this earth:
quake, crush syndrome was one of the
four leading causes of death and mor-
bidity,

Crush svodeome is o condition that
oovurs in trapped collapsed structure
victims. A combination of acure renal
{kidney) filure, the cuomulative conse-
guences of muscle desoruction, and
hypovolemic shock are factors, The
extended compression of muscle tis-
sue from entrapment leads o the re-
bease of toxic breakdown products into
the general circulation system, the pri-
mary toxin being myoglobin, The com-
pression of the muscle cin caose e
miuscle to swell to the poing thae it will
cut off ies own circulation, This in turn
can capse the muscle o swell even
more and eventually dic. The contin-
wed breakdown of muscle resuls in the
release of electrolyies (potassieme in
particular } and wixic metabolites. The
potassium can result in cardiae ar-
rhvthmias and death,

Often the error is made in assessing
the potential injury as 2 function of the
size of the traumatized, trapped por-
tion of the limb. The other silent com:-
ponent of the crush victim is the por-
tion of the body bearing the victim's
weight. For example, the largest mus-
cle mass s the thigh and the gluteus
{buttocks) muscle. The rapped victim
might be lying on his back, unable to
miwe, and therefore applying constant
8 DARIO GONZALEZ, M0 FACEP, is as
socidte medical dicector of NYCEMS and
medical director of FEMA MY -Task Force |
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pressure to these muscle groups. It
often is not appreciated that the nerves
carrying pain sensation often arc dis-
rupted as a direct result of the com-
plaint of discomfort. The thought of
200 pounds of pressure on the muscle
group in the form of a slab of concrete
is much more appreciated than the
same amount of body weight, This may
be even more deceiving in that the
decision often is made not w treat this
victim for crush syndrome since the
degree of involved trapped and com-
pressed rissue may be thought to be
small (a trapped hand or wedged foot ),

Treatment should begin “in the
hole.” Early, aggressive fluld manage-
ment must be started as soon as possi-
ble, It is imporant to distinguish a
potential crush patient from a “pin”
job. The primary difference is that of
time, since it takes ar least one hour of
muscle compression for muscle de-
struction (0 begin, All trearment starts
with the ABCs of resuscitation—a clear

airway (o prevent asphyxiation from

dust) with supplemental oxygen and
control of exsanguinating hemorrhage,
The patient must be evaluated for
hyvperthermia {excessively high body
temperature } or bypothermia (exces-
sively low body temperaturce). IV -
should be started as soon as possible,
Fluid replacement prior to extrication
and decompensation must be started,
even if the victim s asymptomatic.
The key 1o treatment is the recogni-
tion of the possibility of the condition
and apprecidtion of the potential fagal
complications. While the goal of the
rescuer is the immediate removal of 2
trapped victim, rescuers should realize
that a quick rescoe of a trapped victim
can result in the victim's death a short
me later, Thus there is the need for
treatment during discntanglement
when access is made, This requires a4
team approach to the trapped victim,
since the greatest danger for the extri-
cated victim i3 at the time of rescue. B
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resources must be such rhat sectoring
of officers achieves stairway control.

® Common sense  dictates  that
when units are special-called w high-
rise buildings for search and evacua
tion under noafire conditons (relicf
units af this mcident ), they should be
advised in guarters, vig command or-
der through dispatch, v respond with
strect shoes. A 3-, B- or 9U-story
climb will tax even the best-condi-
tined frefighters, and reducing the
weight carricd by firefighters will cut
duown on injuries and enhance the
operation, Seven-pound  boots trans-
late to 3% pounds of "back weight”

® As i any fire operation, a second-
ary search of all areas of the building
must be made by fresh units 1o ensure
that all occupants have been found,
treated if necessary, and then removed
from the building. When possible, these
units should be provided with master
kevs o acilitate this secondary search,
if these kevs were not made available to
the initial unitgs).

® The natural chaos at an incident
of this magnitude will work against an
incident communder's ability to plan
ahead for potential problems involy-
ing personnel from other agencies.
Every etforr must be made o commu-
nicate with other agencies/personnel
angd cowrdinate actions. The rescuer-
accountability  challenges are  also
magnificd. with search parameters so
large, it is imperative that company
officers achieve control ut the compa-
ny level and communicate develop-
ments as often as necessary through a
well-defined  communications  celay
svsLem.

# Tools are an important aspect of
seurch-and-rescue effectiveness, Fire-
fighters must have the necessary 1o0ls
before ascending the stairs—rhe 30th
flewor is not the place to remember the
hydraulic door opener. Doors and
elevators had to be forced, walls had
to be breached, etc

® Assess medical needs carly in the
incident. Establish a forward triage

ared. if possible, which will allow for a
priaritized patient-assessment and re-
movil process.

® Rescuing people through an ele-
vator ciab roof s perfurmed only un-
der  extraordinary  circumstances,
such as those of the WTC incident. 1f
povwver is restored tooa stalled elevator
involved in such an evacoation, such
as that which occurred during the
evicuation of the cabful of schoaol-
children, rescuers and trapped occu-
pants are placed in an extremely dan-
Berous position,

All elevator cabs have an “on top of
car inspection switch”™ as well as an
emergency stop button on top of the
cvar, which will keep the cab from
maoving if power is restored. These
switchesbuttons should be activated
if rescues are conducted through the
top of the cab. Activation of these
switchesbutions will not, however,
prevent a cab from being moved man-
wally from the elevaror machine
oMo, |

Search and Rescue: An Overview

BY RAY DOWNEY

Wirhin minutes of the initial explo-
sion and resulting fire, rescues had
bepun. Port Authority pecsonnel, in-
cluding police officers ar the com-
mand center on the B-1 level and
maintenance personnel who had been
having lunch on the B-2 level, re-
B RAY DOWNEY, o capuain and 31-vear veoer-
an of the Ciny of New York |NY) Fire Depart-
ment, has commanded the operations of s
Rescue Co 2 for the past 13 vears, He is
member of FEMAS US&K working group for
eyuipment, Advisory Committee, and Techni-
cal Review Panel Downey bas an assocnale s
depree in fice science and 15 a MNew York state-
certficd mnstructor He conducts seminars and
gives lectures on rescuerelaied faches
throughout the United States. Downey s the
author of The Rescwe Compay, published by
Fire Enginccring Books. and s an editorial
advisory board member of Fire Frgineering

Fire Excaneerive » DECEMABER 1903 « 35

ceived a major blast impact. A number
of victims had to be removed from
beneath the rubble by their fellow
cmplovees.

Firefighters arrived on the scene
within minutes. By the time handlines
were positioned  and  advanced  to-
ward the below-grade fires, rescues
were faking place. As firefighters
made their way down into the garage
area, they were finding victims
trapped under rubble piles, while oth-
er victims could be heard hollering
for help. Although six people lost
their lives, the potential for a much
greater catastrophe was diminished
by the heroic efforts of those involved
in the rescue and sUPPression opera-
tions,

Self-evacuation of the towers had
begun minutes afier the explosion.
Owcupants of the upper floors report-

ed that smoke entered their office
spaces minutes after they felt the
effects of the initial blast, The fire
department command structure im-
plemented for this operation provid-
ed for, in addition to the main com:
mand post, individoal sector and sub-
sector commands within the primary
areas that required immediate search
and rescue. The sector command
posts were located in the Vista Hotel,
Tower 1. and Tower 2. Subsector
command was established at the low-
er levels for fire extinguishment and
the rescue of Firefighter Kevin Shea,

Vista Hotel All 829 rooms in the
hotel had to be searched. After hear-
ing and feeling the explosion, a num-
ber of occupants surprisingly re-
mained in their rooms. Many others
were found in the hallways and stair-
ways and had to be assisted to safe
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locutions. o addition, where muaster
Kevs were not available, fircfighters
had 1o force numerous doors,
foreer £ In Tower 1. where the
smoke condition was the beaviest,
those conducting o massive search
and rescue openation woere cnooun-
tering o multitude of problems tha
had the potential for disastrous re
stiles. Bach of the 110 foors had 1o be
searched and occupants had we be
assisted in evacualing. In many cases,

problems were 99 elevators that lad
o be located and scarched; victims,
SOME  unconscious, were found in
numerous clevators,

fogrer 2 The scarch and rescue
operation in Tower 2 was similar (o
thut in Tower 1 AlL TG toors and 949
elevators had w be scurched and
victins located and removed 1o the
streer, Fortunately, the smoke condi-
tion in Tower 2 wis not a5 severe as
that in Tower 1, but this didn't reduce

fircfighters physically removed vice  the problems

rims to the street Adding o these

encountered.  Thou-
sands of occupants were self-evacoat

Emergency
Evacuation

..for a person with a disability,
there may be no way out!

In an emergency, such as a fire or earthquake,
elevators cannot be used — the only route to
safety is down the stairs. But for a person

who is unable to climb down stairs, there

may be no escape... that is, unless you have

a Garaventa Evacu-Trac on hand.

The Evacu-Trac is an emergency
evacuation chair* that provides a safe
and reliable means of egress. The
only laboratory-tested chair of its
kind. Evacu-Trac is tried and
proven around the world.

To ensure the safety of
everyone in your building,
call Garaventa today for
your free information
package, and for

vour peace of mind.

* Emergency evacuation chairs ace
referenced in the ADA Accessitibiy

Guidelines and in the NFPA Life
Safety Code Handbook.

Don't leave emergency egress to chance.

GARAVENTA CallToll Free
T O Box 1769, Blane, wa sezat-7es  800-663-6556
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ing, und the seurch of elevators and
tenant spaces was eqiudly exhausting.

Below greacdde. Major firefighring und
search and rescue operations were
required below grade near the large
blast area. The parking garage, with a
rotad capacity of 2,000 vehicles, was
aboutr halt-filled at the time of the
explosion. Many cars were involved
in fire, creating the additional danger
of exploding gas tinks. The search
cffort in this area also required check-
ing cach vehicle for possible victims.
Victims rescued from rubble piles
reported  that a number of fellow
emplovees might be trapped in the
same areid; this was later confirmed by
Part Authority management. The de-
struction from the explosion prevent-
ed rescuers from using stme stair-
wayvs (o the lower floors, furcing them
o find alternative means of reaching
victims. Usually this meant climbing
over and through debris. The search
and rescue operation below grade
was complicated by the fact that fire-
fighting cfforts required the use of
nine handlines for final fire extin-
guishment.

Firefighter rescue. During the res-
cues below grade, one of the fire-
fighters himself became a victim. Fire-
fighter kevin Shea. while making his
way toward the sounds of 4 trapped
victim, fell through flooring into the
crater formed by the blast. After all-
ing more than 40 fteet and being
severcly injured, he still was able to
direet rescuers o his location, Fire-
fighters conducted an all-out opera-
tion o reach him, and he was success-
fully removed from this precarious
position while fire extinguishment
uperations were still underway.

CONTROLLING THE OPERATION

What are the means by which such
an enormous rescue operation is con-
trolled? An expanded incident com-
muand svstem that ensures adequate
span of conteod but yet is flexible and
adaprable. Sectoring and subsectoring
the incident were critical. The sector
commuanders split up their arcas ol
responsibility into manageable parts
each under the control of an officer
| For example, the commander of Tow
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cr 1 osplic the butlding in half and
designated two chiefs for those areas;
then be designuted several officers
responsible for  coordinating  the
search und rescue operations on 10 o
200 floors. Approximately eight w 10
unies were assigned o cach of these
arcas. This rvpe of coverage was de-
signed oo ensure (hat all toors would
be searched inoa conrolled mode

Since each Aoor was equivalent b
an acre in size, scarch would be g
tme-conswiming  job. Although  the
majority of occupants were ambiula-
tory, those who were disabled. elder.
Iy, pregnant, or in need of immediate
first aid required assistance that even-
tually reduced the number of rescuers
aviilable, creating the necd tor addi-
tional personnel and  reguiring the
transmission of additional  alarms,
Well-coordinated  communications
within the command structure were
reguired so the incident conumander
could keep informed of the needs of
his subcommands.

Staffing was an ongoing problem
throughout the operation. Tasks such
as removing victims in wheelchairs
from upper floors required four fire-
fighters. Rescuers also were required
(o assist in evacuating  GoCupants
down the smoke-filled stairwavs Lo
the street. Factors such as these re
quired that the subcommands and the

incident commander adjust and adapt
the operational plan accordingly

ELEVATOR SEARCH AMD RESCUE: A UNIQUE
PROBLEM

Locating, the clevators in cach of
the buildings reguired a coordinated
effort,  Normally, building  mainte-
mance personnel would have been
able o provide invaluable help ar the
very outset of the incident. Unformu-
natcly. many mamienance personnel
had been locaed in the area of the
hlast when it occurred. It would be
hours before some of them  were
aviailahle to assist with elevator rescue
vperations. Even in buildings where
clevator personnel were available. in
some cases thew still had to climb 110
flighis 0 reach the uppermost sky
lobby und recall some elevators—and
the climb could take four hours

The elevawors serving  the  local
Aoors had discharge doors that could
be opened easily, and rescuers could
look into the shafts for elevator loca-
tions, However, the heavy smoke cone
dition was traveling up the shafts o
the upper foors, causing additional
problems for rescuers eying to locate
clevatars; each shaft had o he
checked ar every possible  access
opening for locations,

Lowcating express elevators in blind
shafts presented the biggest problem,

As these blind shafts pass throogh the
floors. there is no visible indication of
shaft location at each floor Those
rescuers assigned to locatle elevators,
licking the assistance of building
maintenance personnel, had o rely
un their expericnce, knowledge, and
training to aceomplish this most difi-
cult assignment. Even after locating a
shaft, heavy smoke conditions re-
quired rescue teams to make floor-by-
floor inspections into the shaft until
they eventually found the elevator in
a shaft. Fortunarely, through rescuers’
efforts, numerous trapped occupants
were saved In one case, a firefighter
located an elevator, forced open the
car dowors, and found 10 victims lying
unconscious on the car floor. All the
victims were successfully resuscitated
because of the rescuer’s efforts.

¥ ¥

The search. rescue, and evacuation
of the World Trade Center was the
largest and most complex operation
to which FIINY has responded. The
effective implementation and utiliza-
tion of the incident command system,
the resources available o FDNY, and
the training and professionalism of its
members enabled this department
and its rescuers o accomplish one of
the most successful search and rescue
missions in fire service history.®

At the Bottom of the Crater

BY KEYIN SHEA

Rescue | responded to the World
Trade Center on February 26 on the
initial alarm, When we arrived, the
incident already had grown to a sec:
ond alarm. We were waved over o
the Vista Hotel labby by hotel em-
pluvees. who reported that people
were trapped. We proceeded by stair-
wiy from the concourse to the B-1
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City of Mew York (NY) Fire Drepartment and a
fircfighter with Rescue Company Noo | oin
Marbatcan.

Fink Bnoinenming « DIECEMBER 1904 + 5T

level to search, We encountered of-
fices whose ceilings had come down
and lockers that had been overturned,
We thought initially that we were
dealing with a transformer explosion
and fire.

As | was about o search around the
lockers, my officer. Lt Jack Mcallister,
called for help—he had found a live
victim. The lieutenant was in a small,
tight, cage-like area that contained aie
cvlinders; he was perched on top of
some of the overturned bottles, He
told our company to look for another

wity o approach his location.

I went around a cubicle wall and
opened a door, It was black and
smoky inside. 1 velled and the same
victim responded. | knew rhis was an
alternate way to reach him. With my
pariner, Gary Geidel, 1 went down
what [ thought was a long hallway —
the door was a normal size, not unusy-
ally wide_ and the floor didn't change
surfaces {tor example, from carpeting
to tile or from tile to concrete) Lo
indicate | had left the hallway, Then
the Aoor angled up. and [ felt broken



