BY RAY DOWNEY

The first worldwide conference on
strengthening the fine and emergency ser-
¥ICEs Tespoise (o leTropism was hebd
Movember 6- [0 in Berryvadle, Vicginia, The
Federal Emergency Muanagement Agency,
in purinership with the lnkermabonal Assc-
ciation of Fire Chigls, sponsored the con-
fercnce, Avendees included many federal,
state, and local law enforcement and fire
service persoonel, some of whom presented
infurmative leciwies, The confercney wis
by invitation ondy, Atwodees included (he
chiets and an additiooal tankmg member of
the 75 |Jurgest Fire depurtments in the Unit-
wd Stades.

LS, Fire Administration Administrator
Carrye B. Brown and (nlemational Associ-
ation of Fire Chiets™ President P. Lamont
Ewell delivered the opening remarks.

Warious presentations and exchanges
from the awdience relabive w national and
workdwide trends in rerrorism—pasl, pre-
sent, and tuture—effectively set Lthe stage
tor many ui the atlendees, who themselves
personally have ned had o deal with an
incident Invelving ferrorism or whose
departments have not had 1o respond o
such ncidents,

Of greal smportance is (bl many of the
attendees lewrned for the (el mme of the aum-
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DOMESTIC TERRORISM: The unlawtul use of force or vivlence committed by a group(s)

af bwo or more individusls sguinst perons or propeny o jatmidare or coerce g gove
ernment, the civilian populaton, or any segmem thereof, in the furtherance of political
ar sogial objectives.

Example: The Podre Albizu Campos Revolutionary Forces (PACRFL a violent
domestic Poerto Rican separmtist group dedicated 1o achieving tolal Pucrio Rican inde-
pendence From the United States, diregts its terrorist activities at the United States and
receives no foreign direction or financinl ussistance, [n the 19905, the group was credit-
ed with committing four werrorist acts in Puerto Rico.

INTERMNATIONAL TERRORISM: The unlawful wse of force or vielence. committed by a
groupis) or individealis) who is foreign based unidfor directed by Countries or groups
outside the United States or whose activities tronscend pationsl boundaries, Their acts
against persons of property are committed Lo intimidate or coerce a government, the
civilian population. or any sepment thereof, in the furtherance of political or social
objectives.

Example: A prime example of an international terrorst growp that has been acive in
the United States is the [ronian Mujuhedin-E-KhalQ (MEK), which opposes the current
Irnian regime. This growp s foreign-based, and its activities transcend national
boundaries. On April 5, 1992, five MEK members forcibly entered and seized control
of the [rmian mission o the United Nations in New York Clty, No injuries resalted,
and all five members were subsequently urrested. =

ber and types of terrorsm threats and inei-
dhents that have cccorred around the country.

dent.”

Fint ExGisErRRING -

Ihis invelved a threat of @ release of the
posenuous gas Sanin inoone ol the wegor
amusgment eentees in the United Suites.,
Fhe local Fiee depactiment had been made

One such event was the “Harbor Enei-

ol which mest oF us had never heard

awire of il only hours before the thregtened
tme of release. The publiv heard about it
werks later when the President of the Uit
cd Stules mentiomed il dunng u press con-
ference. The local fire chier was hard-
pressed o mstiute a nmely action plan o
deal with the polentil nerve-gas release. As
ustiitl, s fire department ciame through and
was equally as prepared as the federal, stare,
and Tecal law enforcement agences that had
been prestaged and readied even before the
fire department had been notified.

Sound familiur? This scenano was com-
min for most of the fire depurtments in
attendance. [n many cases, the fire depart-
meals are pever aotified. Fortunately, the
Harbor [ncident ended s o threat oalv—a
threul serivus enough to have a lurge feder-
ab and Tecal cesponse bur one in which the
fire department was reguired o “react,”
which i did o timely Gshion,

o these wypes of incidents, the fire ser-
vice must be uble ws “prooct,” That can
happen only when the agencies (federal,
stute, and localt mvolved provide the nec
cesary informution o the fire service weil
hefore (as soon as it o available o the
agenciest the potentinl incidents occur,

Whit types of terronst activities can be
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expected? The bombiags af the Warld
Trade Center in New York City and the
Alfred P Murrsh Federal Building in Okla-
fwyma City are excellent cxpmples of how
destructive and deudly “bombs™ can be and
how unexpected these incidents were for
the fire service. What abowt chemigal and
bivdogical agenis? Is any fire departimen)
tully prepared o handle these incidents?

TERRORISM NOT NEW FOR FIRE DEPARTMENTS

Looking back, we know that responding

o terrorism mn’L new Yor the fire serviee.
Buring the “60s and “70s, fire departments
around the country were fwed with attacks
from a few select revolutionary groups
such ds the Weathermen, Black Panthers,
and FALN. Al one paint. the Weathermen
foctk credit tor 23 terrerst bombings during
mie five-vear peniod. Most of these inci-
dents nvalved bombings directed m poy-
ermiment buildings. large corporue offices,
armores, and polive department headglar-
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only a few of these incidents. Maost bomb-
ings dccurred when the buildings weee
closed, and warnings were telephaned 1o
[ocal suthoritues. The World Trade Center
and Murrah Federal Building bombings,
however, oecurred without warning. 5ix
fives were Jost in the World Trade Cenrer
Bombing. which involved intemarional ter
rorists: and [H9 lives were lost in the Okla-
homa City Bombing, wlleged o have heen
the work of # domestic proup of terronsts.

The case studies presented by represen-
tatives from the Tokvo (Jopan} Fire Depart-
ment: “The Tokyae Subway Sann Inciden™
the Paris (Fragee) Fire Department; “Ter-
rorist Bombings in Paris™ Istael’s Hairy
Fire Depariment and fsracl’s Border Police:
*Terrorist Bombings in lsrael™, Morthern
Ireland Fire Brigade: "Bombings i North-
ern brelund™; and London (Englond) Fipe
Brigade: “Bombmngs in London™ highfight-
ed the weeklong conference. In addition,
the City of Mew York (NY) Fire D prart-
ment reported on the World Trade Cenrer
Bombing, and the Oklshamua Ciry (0K}
Fire Department reported on the Adfred P
Mugrah Bombing,

TERRORISM IN ISRAEL

I Tsrae)’s presentation of temorism olh
from a domestic and intemational perspec-
live, 1t was mentioned thay L0000 Acabs
criws the border daly to work in Lseacli terri-
wory. Im 1992, the Israelis expenenced 3600
terrorist attacks that reswlied in more than 300
deaths. Car bombings and swicide bombers
are the awst prevalent tepes of mcidents in
that country. Cars with bombs are strdegieal-
Iy placed i Jocations where 3 large number
of people work or guther and then are den-
nated by g timer, Another method wsed is the
driving of cars that detonate on impact 1nig
buses, buildings, or crowids.

A suicide bomber poses o much more
serious threat. He boards g crowded bus and,
when the tine is right, detonates the bumb.
killing scores of people and himself. Much
moere frightening is the fact that, &t tdomes. a
secandd suicide bomber will be an the sune
bus at a different location and survive the
original basi. This bomber then will repet
the scenario when rescuers arrive at the
scene and are invelved in assisting of
removing victims of the fird blust, Opera-
tional plans for these types of incidents
highlight the possibility of secondary explo-
sions. The bomb squads receive numernius
cally gach day and make extensive use of
thawe robots, which were specially designed
tor these types of operations. Fighting fer-
rorism in lsragl s a daily chore,

A well-coordinuted, rapid mobihzation
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and deployment of the various ngencres
involved is needed, Intemational coopera-
o und multiagency coordination are prior-
ities, Exchange of information plavs a key
role (0 this fight against teerorism. Equally
important is the need to develop effective
techniques und equipment for investigating
and mitigating (hese incidents.

NORTHERN IRELAND

MNuorthern Ireland 5 no siranger (o terror-
15l attacks, Assistant Chief Fire Officer
Kenneth Harper, of the Narthern {reland
Fire Bapgade, explained some of the various
techmiques., including the following, used
bv terrorists in Northern Ireland.

# The blatant attack (blast incendiary)
wses o mechanism designed for a small
explosive device, such as a detonator and &
short-term timer usually actached by plastic
tape to a thin metal container filled with
gasoline. The device then s attached by a
hook te the security gate autside 3 window
Un detonation, a huge ball of Aame cas-
cades 1mo the building as the glass is shat
tered by the explosive device. In nne inci-
dent, this type of device was responsible
for killing 12 people and seriously injunng
dozens of others,

® The secret attack {small pocket-size
incendiary devices). Cassette-1ype devices
usually are planted in stores that carry large
quantities of flammables, The terrorists
pose as shoppers, vsually on busy shopping
days, Often. women conceal the devices in
farge pocketbooks or shopping hags. These
women usually are working-class house-
wives who make from $75 1o S100 per
device and generally are not par of the big-
ger organization. The devices can be plant-
ed almost anywhere in the store without
being detected,

Ancther means of placement was discov.
ered doring a Christmas season when sen-
ous fires oceurred at several toy and fancy
goods stores m Belfast, It was discovered
that toys were purchased and raken to a locu-
tion where the devices were instulled. The
toys then were returned to the store for a
cash refund The returned goods normally
were laken to 4 storage area for eventual
mspection before heing displayed. The fires
occurred deep in the storeroom in the early
hours of the morning. One tragedy invelved
a doll that had been retumed with an incen
diary device implanted that hacd been pur
back on the stare rack, [t way purchased
later the sume dav by g mother, who gave o
tor her fide geel. The doll was placed in her
bedroom and burst into flames sometime
during the night. starting a fire and killing
the chili,
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The devices used are sophisticated,
dependable, and accurate—almast foul-
proof, The iming mechanisin can he set o
within sevonds of aceuracy by use of prin-
ad circuitry and extended time devices. The
devices van be programmed weeks in
advance of igninon me, At nmes, fire-
fighters responding 1o these hombings were
exposed 0 secondary devices speeilically
meant o impede and harm rescue workers

PARIS REPORT

The Paris Fire Brigade faced many of the
same problems when dealing with the rash
of bombings uimed at (s lranspoctition sys-
tems. The department™s “Red Plan,” an
emergency operational plun designed o
better equip its organization in the alter-
math of these terrorist actvities, provides a
threefold course of action that wkes place
simultancousty—that s, fighing the idisas.
ter itseif {bombing and resulting lire}, evue-
uating the victrms from he scene, and pro-
viding ussistance to the wjured. The
hrigade established o well-coordinated and
umified command sysiem o manage ermor-
ist-related incidents,

TORYQ

Terrorists in Tokyu didn’ selecr o single
site for thewr attack: they chose |5 stations
in the city’s three subway lines, The temore-
ists released the poisonous gas Sarin, which
killed six penple and imured more than
1,500,

Again, the media were able to present
graphic videos of the effects of s chem-
cal release. Many problems were encoun-
tered while attempting w control the situa-
tion. Fornately, the Tokyo Fire Depart-
ment bad the manpower and equipment to
effectively deal with this situdtion, The
major problem at this incidenl was lrying 1o
identify the poison used, which was accom-
plished through a coordinated elfort of the
varous agencies involved. More than 16
firefighters had been injured rescuing and
treating victima.

Will this be the el of the terrorist 1o the
Future? Is the fire service prepared o han-
dle "NBC” (nuclear. biulogival, and chemi-
cald incidenis? Does the lire scrvice have
the pecessury equipment? What (ype of
training 15 required fo these (oidents?!
Will law enforcement jnerfave wiil the
fire service and heop it informed of puss-
ble ncidents? Is sharing inteltizence and
information regardimg terrorism among
agencies the rule or the exception o the
rule? What have we learned From terrorisi
incrdents, amd how hove we applied these
lessons? Tor be cartinmeed. @
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