(Fhato by evthor.)
EY RAY DOWNEY

Tirefighiers in the Mortheast generally respand to mare fires duting the winter montha. This past
January, however, fireflghters in the Northeast region of the eonniry were keptl busy for weeks banling
the effects of a winter storm that durnped several inches of snow and ice and knocked out power for
almost 300,000 customers, The storm was o0 severe that President Climon declaved six counties in
Wew York Statc a disester area.

MUTUAL-AID PLAN THSTITUTED
The New Yok Stare Office of Fire Prevention and Cantrol (OFPCY coordingted o massive mutwal-

atd plan that invelved more than 500 fite departme

(MY} Plre Cepartment, The fommer captain of Rescoe Company 2. he is the USAR wak foree kepders repeesentotivn
e FEMA for utt 26 feams and i o member of FEMA's Advisory Commince. Downey is also the author of the boak
The Rescur Compiky. the video Reccwe Operatiarad Planning: Factors for Seeces the viden secies Collemes
Rexcre fav the Fire Service, published aod produced by Fire Engineerlng Books and Yidenos,
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{Top lelt) Hore thon 500 firs departments and 5,000 Nralighters ottsida the sia
oflacted counting rosponded ondar o motuil-akd phan coordirated by The Hew
York Stote (fica of Fire Prevaniion ond Control LOFPC). Twa- or 1hrae-Tirafighter
tpoms wars provided by Fro depariments Hwengheot the stale. Tenm tnembers
brought personnl protoctive equipment, ond sach team bad o fonr-wheel drive
plikup or similar slza vahiche, (Phata by aolher.d (Top, bottom rightl Anny Hhe
squipmant the mubal-eid teamy enrrfed wars portokle posms with hoe wed
neeasserics for use in dewntering operctions; qeneraters, electricod edapters, ad
perinkls Fightng: chalnsows; shavels; cddifional frel, ol ceed pertss and rorbon
moroxida detectors. Taoms canled s much oquipment os woohd 5l is rhelr wehl-
cfas, [Pheta top right by Tam MeMuity; phota botam rfght by 1. Strondbsrg, cour-
tucy of the Gty of Mew York INY] Fire Doporimen.]

affecied counties, Firg depariements throughont New York Stace
sent two- oF Hie-forefighter teams provided with pecsonal peotec-
live equipment and a four-wheel drive pickup or similuc size vahis
cle. These types af vehicles ame a must when teaveling oo pritoary
and secondary roads coverad with snow and ico. Many of the roads
in the back-country preas normally need Four-wheel-drive vehiglas;
(e smow and log jusl crested additisnal problems.

The reams were also couipped with the following: portabic
pumps with hnse and aceessorics Tor wse jn dowalering operations;
generators, elecrrical adnpters, and portable lighting; chainsaws;
shovels: and addifdonal fuel, oil, and parts. Many of the teams
brought odditional eqaipment nccording o the gnimtity that would
fit in their vehicles. Carhon monoxide deteetors also had o e
taken dlone, Almost half of the siotmerelated Fakalitics wére cansced
by cirhnn monexide poidghming,

Enitielly, Mew York Ciry provided penerators, putips, izhs,
chainzaws, snd cilier toals and equipment o yoluneer fire depart-
ments in the sortheon part of the state, The Mayor's Otfice of
Emerpency Management (OEM) wlao received a request for person-
nel and equipment for deployment to the most devasioied rogions.
Mew Yark City Mayor Rfdy Giwlloni maborized the deployment of
30 New York City fire, EMS, and palice persohne] wilh vehicles
and equipment ta the upstate regions. Thie $0-person foam was 3plif
ipbo Lo 35-person units that weve assigned e Clnton and Esscs
eoundies. New Yoik City's Mayor's OFEM coordinated the response
with the stake 4nd Tocal suthoriiies,

Tenms ware sent ko all six countics te supplement and assist
locat i departments in the afterrath of this unprocedented severe
starm. The tnereased workload affected il deparment operations,
Drowned power lines; blocked roads; {looded hames and Businesses:
elderty and mcapacitared citizens trapped in their homes lacking
food, water, and medicalion: homes aad farms without power, hea.

and light: increased medical-assist responses; and struchure fires
were some of the challenges lecai respenders Faced.

DEPLOYMENT OF THE TEAMS

Ax one of the team leaders ond kaving bad the experiense of
responding o the Upstnic New York 1996 winter floeds, § prepared
and hricfed my 12am on cquipment, operstions. and the clothing
and protective gear tat would be nedded in the severe weather com-
ditions they would encounter.

Aler driving For more than seven houres, ond with the assistance
af the Mew York Suate Naional Guard, our [4-vehicle convoy
arfved in upstate Platisturgh, where the Climton County Emer-
gency Opertlions Cemer (EOCY was locatal. The lneal authoritics
Immediowly royuesied the services of our peramedics, Twir para-
medics were dispatched [oeher north o the town of Abom, whete
they ser up a metlicnl receiving center in the incal fire stalion and
provided nn additional response unit for medical eafls. That
cvening. a numiber of their responses wers for victims affected by
cirbon moposide. This would be a contional problem for the dara-
tian of the operation. The remainder of Me team was deployed o
fire stations in the wwns of Peru. Dannemors, nd Keeseville,
whete they wanld augment fire and EMS respotise,

TEAMN ASSIGNMENTS

AL a late-nigin meeting with Toem Woriz of the OFPC and Clin-
ton County Coondinator Scorr Bwing, the teams werz assigned. Al
claybozek, two L-pursen teams were doplayed, one 1o Altona, the
ather t Moocos, which harders the provinee of Quebec in Canada.
The teams provided setvices to homes tat had their propesy lines
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end at the border. Our Hl-person leams
were broken down info two-person kams
with vehicle. These teams provided emer-
ey g and power where needed:
plemped oul flooded Basements: performer
primaty scarches: clearcd mads of fallen
trecs, wtility poies, and debris; assisted eivil-
ians who hod requested food, Fuel, shelter,
waler. and medicaticn; and collected vieal
informntion on clderly, sick, and incapaci-
laked aitizens for followsr-up by dncal aurhori-
ties.

A vital service they performed was to
educate hamefbusiness owoers adroug the
dangers of carhen monoxide. Many home-
owners wers positioning their generalors o
garnges and other unventilpted areas sa they

_wionld be protected against the weather and
poasible theft. Team members distributed
litzramre on the dangers of carbon menox-
ide prepured by the OFPC, The wams revis-
ited some sites to ensuce that safety prac-
Hees wert being used.

The workday stirred af daybreak asd Jasted
antil it became dark; work was then siopped
mainly for workers' safely. The tcams
relurned to the buse of operations, where
daily briefings were held before and after
each operotiona] period. Members would

The lee sterm bmoked ol electriol power, whith was not restorad for o cansideroble pariod, A nomber of
structined fives were cansed by residents’ fmprovizad ohiempts o heet, powar, or Rght hemes, whith olso oe-
ated g corbon menaxfde Foblem. Corbon manaxide potsoning cotmad tha Twes of almost holf of 1he shorm-

tebated Frichlies; ane § 8-year-old Fenttle died in o hopsa fira. (Phato by $T McCarthy.)

“You're'a'Haz-Mat protes: ional. ¥
You want emergency response tha’f s quick, rehahlr- and ac
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then reterh to the assigned Gre stalions and aagment lve and GMS
services, On w merther of secasiond, redm members ossisled |oenl
firefighters with stracturad fires during the lawe-night snd carly-
merning hours, Most of these structoznt firos were the resullz of
homeawners' improviatng in altempts o hent, power, or light
theit homes, One of the fatalites wos & 1S-vear-old femnle, whe
¢ied in a house fre,

Crmditiony were improved enach saoner in Mooers than in
Alrona, The infrastructure in Altong hed heen sovorcly alfected,
The projection for sestomtinn of power was dismal, and felephone
gservice was tol expected @ be rerurned for some dme. Cammuni-
cation with the EOC was limited to the fire frequeney mdio, A
satellite telephone ond ham mdie epenrtors frem o local REACT
group were uzed, Local responders were overwholmoed with
requese for asststance and medical and five calis.

A 1D-member team and 1wo paramedies were stalioned in Alpoa
arsund the clock tn enable focal respanders to take somo well-
deserved time off and attond to their ewn families and homes, This
plan helped 1o restore some ponmoluy 1o the community, For fve
doys, team membrs provided sorvices involving geoeratnes, Hehis,
carbon monaxide monitaring, dewatering, fire, und EMS3 responscs.
The loeal community peavided shelter and fopd Tor Mumilies In
need, -

Tearn membets were self-suffictent, wilh their own slecping
bngs and cots, bt took advaniage of the excellen home coaking,

Some services wore testored before the teams demobllized, bot
the town was withawt electrigal power for quile some time after-
wurd. As tenms eompleted operations in other towns, they were

* The demand ler BMS services increases.

* Oenerators are feeded w provide emporory powes and flight- |
img, Their use ereates earban menoxits hazonds,

= Accountabilily is o mjor issee,

* Water, food, fuel, and shelter must he grovided,

Cne major difference between hurticanes and ce atonms 18 that
Itericanes generally cause addirional destructiont o homes and
businesses, Be preparcd for the wenther: have sufficient worm
clathing.

Draring alt opecstions involving natoral diyasters, thers are
always lessons learmed or reitdorcad, such as thore below poted
during our response [ the Upstare MNew Yark ice slom:

* Uss vour firefighting personal protective equipment: bunker
pear is exteernely beneficial during severc weather conditions,

* Four-wheo!-drive wehicles are 2 must, They are necded 1o han-
d[c the snow- and ice-tovered roads,

 Generaiors. partable Tighting, dewastering pumps and acoes-
sories, chainsaws, shovels, and extra equipment are essential,

= Carban monoxide meters are invaluable anytime gensrators are
used and when impeovised hesting and lighting alfernatives are
heing underrakan.

* Expect a greater-than-nocmal workload. There will be an
increase in enll volume and stracture [ires, '

« Cafls {or medicnl sssistance will incrense, You will need ndii-
tionad mcdical personnel. -

« Your duties wilk be varied—everything from firefighting to
Family assistance. .

* Expect the unexpected, R

repssigned @ befp in Altona, On the finnl
duy of operations, all 25 term members
were working in Althna, Although much
had been accomplished, @k was a long time
hefore things returmned te normal foe the
tocal responders.,

Despite the long hard bours cach doy
hrougi, team members returned home feel-
ing ereat satisfaction in hoving wssisted the
vigtims of this devastating siorm, The doy
we left the Morth Couniry for home, 14
inches of snow had fzflen and the tempera-
ture was $°F—aweather we wouldn't want 10
miss

LESSOMS LIEARMED AKT REINFORCED

In our eritique. we inttialfy nated the
maay stmilarities between the problams
assoctated with icc storns and those acenm-
pasying humricanes, such as the following:

* Power loss iz a primary issue; Power
lines are down; lights, and hept (santer), and
atr-conditioning (summery are Tost; ond
applirnccs are nul of service.

# Thers 15 a lack of shelior,

* Sccurity concoms result [rom a dack of
Tighting, which alsa necessitates curfows.

= Roods arg blocked By frees, wiility
poles, and debris, which must be emoved.”

* Morworking trafTie Fights causes mossive
waflic fams,

= Hames must be searched;, iaccess is
aften hindered by trecs, wtility Troles, and
‘orhet abjects.
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Repack Wet Hose?
Thosée who know, say NO!

The disadvantages of
not drying hose far
2> outweigh the mere

' convenience of
repacking wet,

| Avoid the danger of

' | frozen hose, hose

| towers, and the

II damaging practice of

drying on hot
pavement under
intense sunlight.

Nothing else can drv hose as
safely, as quickly. or as
efficiently as a Cireul-Air dryer.

CreuAnorp, w558
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