Deputy Ghief Ray Downey and
Lieutenant Andy Fredericks ...

As We Remembher

Them

Lieutenant Andy Frederichs

ou may be wandering why we're publishing this tribute
almost six manths after 9-11. Maostly. ii's beeause this
was amd 5 50 haed For us o write—we just couldn't
bring ourschves to do il unlil now, T's sH1 row. We're
stll namb.

Ray and Andy—twao of oor very clese advisors—were
very important (o ws prolzssionally. They spent a ot of time
with the Fire Engincering staff, advising, reviewing article
subhmissions. wreiting acticlas and scripts, sheeting and edit-
ing videos. attanding and instructing at conferences, and so
on. Thoy both were remarkally talented and koewledgeable
firetighters—~—genivses, actvally: Ray, the cool-headed, sea-
soncd commander with 30 yvears an the jeb and an awesoms,
hard-earncd national profile; Andy, the intense and firemati-
enlly passinnate vounger man who hed recently goinad
naticnal prominence for his brilliant work in fire aktack
methodelogies and who
wis headed up the FDNY
ladder of success,

But it's personally that
we're hit the hardest from
lesing them in the Woekd |
Trade Center attack. It's
hard to accept that Andy
won't be walking theough
pur oftfice deoor te 1alk
taeries with us, to bran-
dish his dry, Sacenstic
wit—return fire for the
. . ) gaod-natured swipes we
— - - took at him (alfler he

: N made Squad 18 we
started ¢ulliog him

for fomms aboat the
history of noszles and Gre attack, wente and rowrote viden
seripls uml 30-page articles thet were as demanding as Andy
wits meticalous. His passion was evident in everything he
ditd, umil e Jid it a1l For the right reasoens. 1§ hod ever men-
tinmed then thae Andy was making fire secviee history. he
v d have just lovzhed ot me and $hen resumed the conver-
sutinn abaut why smooth-lore nozzlos were the only choice
[or interiar Fite attack, He was driven to teach (for the Rock-
land County Fire Training Center; for the New York State
academy of Fire Svience; and an the national Tevel, in¢lad-

. Blowing smoke. He _
WS DU Menor, oue reseus murd. aor fiend, On the cnad, Ray always

"Spuardy', W talked

ing FTACy and lay the groundwork Tor a better fire service.
But that drive did not exceed his devotion te his family— |

dichelle, his wife, and his childron, Androw andd Haley,

It's equally as impnssille wo moke ourselves believe that we can't
call up Spccial Opemticas Command (500 for Ray anymare. It
was remorkable to us that
EVEn a% iTporiant an -
busy as Ray was, he | " [Effear
always had rite [oc vs. |
We swanped storics about
grandchildren and chil-
dren, we laaghed and
joked abouw fice service
charactars we knew, and
we tepsed kim about his
“computer under the hel-
met,”" He brought us 1o
FDNY S0C, he filled us
in an the latest with
FEMA or the lessons from
Tast night's big joby in Wew
York or shout who the
real fire service experts
were and who aas just

Oeputy Chief Ray Downey

requestad small. intimake dioners with “just the FE gang™—and what
special times those wene! He could have been cut with “ihe hol
shots.” bul har wasn't Ruy—when he wosn't commanding a major
rescue cperation. he preferted the hackeground, His madesty was o9
genuine as his God-piven abilivy to lead in crises.

Ray ond Andy were part of oor famiiy, 105 very difficult to get
tid af tho fecling that ench of tham had 50 much meree 10 give, bt
thar's beeause they both zuve so much and there's such o big hole
now. They were change agents in the truest sense ond made thi
warll immeasurally betler becawse they were who and whiat they
weare, This teibure can’t fully convey whun lies in our hearts for Ray
and Andy, but we hope it shows she enduring faith we have that
they live on. We hope this gives yun a moment to tefleet on the
grentriass (@ this business, Thot toreh has boen passed on to you, o
Wz, '

It is only a farewell on ihe physical level, My fiends, they are
always with us.
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] ﬁl'l, Mayor Rudulph Giuliani held a dinner at Gra-
ansion in Downey’s honar,

A Trikute

aad even from his
Fermily,

His son Iae,
aiso a firefighter,
tells of how mem-
ters colled Joe “Jesus™ when e first came on 1he job as an FDNY
firefighter. When he asked why everyone was calling him Jesus,
ane firefighter replied, “You're the sop of God, aren’t you™ W

T as in his fire service Family. Ray’s relalionship with his
beloved wife Resalie wos o meteh mnde in henven (they celehpted
fheic 40th wedding wnniversary in 2001 nnd have five children and
mine grandchildren). ©OF course, when he was captain of FRNY

Rescue Company 2. someone at Fire Engireering asked Ray if his

wife colled him “captrin® 2t home, Ha replied, "Yeah, she tells
me. "Hey, Cap. take out the garbage.” In Fact, Ray was so humble
that he ditn't widely publicize his recen; promntion to deputy
chizf, Jim Eilson, a retired FONY
captain and Downey's righ-hand
man in 30C. relates that ane clay
he walked into SOC to visit
Downey and Downey was grin-
ning from ear 10 car. Ellson had 1o
My i out of kim that Dowoey had
been promoted. 8

Tn 1994, Bay was promnted 1o
Batalien chicf and juined Special
Qperations Command (500 §
year later. He bevune the head of SOC in 1997, In 199%, he
pushedl For the sreatinn of specinl FONY squad units with extra
trining in terrorism response. cspeciolly in preparation for the

n July

When “God™
was on the phone,
¥ou made sure to
gat 7id of your af-
1 eail, They called
Eny that—"Res-
cue Cod," or fust
“Qod,” for short.
He comimmanded that
level of respect
from his Fire Je-
paniment of New
York personnel,
from his seminar
avdiences, from
his Fire Enpineer-
i remders ond staif,

| orated firefighier in

i al and international

new millennivm. He was promoted
to deputy chief this pnst Angust,
Bue in part to Ray's diligence,
FDNY i3 one of the best equippedl
and most prepared firc depart-
MCRtS i) ErFOrism tespanse in the
warkd, il

When asked how Rc was able o
command camplex operatinng sn
well, Ray jokingly said it was
because he had stored 1 lot of nfoe
matinn in his “compurer under the
helmet.” He was a true, mild-mpnnersd gentlemian, but oo the job he
commended the wtmpst respect from firefighters pad officers alike.
On the scene, Ray was i control, He had what's known as “com-
mand prescnce.” In his culacy ot Ray's memorial service, 2 clnge
fire department friend said he wonld never toroet the image of Ray

commanding operations from a rower ladder buckat exlended ever
the warer ot the crash of TWA Flight B30, W

Ray was a former
Marine and e most dee-

FDNY history, He jnined
the deparfrcnt in 19432,
serving with badder ang
engine companies and
Rescue 2 before [orming
Squad 1 in 1477, Tn 1980,
he rerumed ro Resoue 2
a8 captain, whare he
rerndited for 14 years. In
1988, he launched the
Papilar column The Res-
coe Coampany in Fire
Enpingering, which no
anly gaincided with his
wisc o nmienal promi-

nence i fechnical mscoe
apegations (and which

would hecome the by

for hiz book ol the sains

natmt bor helped pener-

ofe 3 wave of innerest in

tha are of technical nes-

elie that hig continued b

this iy, W

Som¢ of the major
incidents on the nation-

level for which Roy
served as rascue opera-
tions commander in-
clude the Philippines
earthaquake ¢ 199%, Harricane Andeew C1992), the Warld Temdo

Center Bombing {1993), Humicans Opal (1995, e Okluhoma Ciry
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A Triliute

HBombing (199355 the Adanta Olbympics ¢ 19946, Hurrieane Fran
{1956), the Pucrto Ricn Humberto Vidal Explosion (1997). and the
Mow York dce storms (19985 On the focal level, incidents includea
the US Ajrways Flight 4013 erash (1992}, 5t Gaarpe Hare] fire
(L5), TW A Flight 800 crash (19963, the 3141 Street building col-
lapac {T9498), the
Thmes Sguare
scaffelding col-
[z ¢ 19908, the
Brons gurage
colfapse ¢ 2000,
the Futher's By
fire (200} 3, and
the &eaic Street
Gus Explosion
(2002). |

Ray was the
TISAR task [oree
lzinders reprose-
Lneve 1o FERTA
for all 34 USAR
teims oad senved
on the FCMA

::::Epi this as part of the

ve to a

Croaw :..‘;'.Ihle
juh. Sometimes in

this job, qoothye really is goodbye.”

Tnetdent Suppoct Tearn (15T, the advance toam that soannees feders|
emerpency respanses. He spent o sl ameunt of mme—inelucding o lor
o poisonal firme—making the USAR teams hetler pre e, fraimed,
and eouippeed. He s kv worldwedcles gk thue Jealing autheseily an
respHn=es g btk memeade and noloml catastrophic evene., Foe eears,

v wark for Fire Enei-

. part of a three-article

Rity haed Pece warning e Tine sereive commmily and e Tederal mon-

eritment thil, willi rispecs W3 majur lemorism iocident on LS. sail,
™% ot epuestion ol i bar when,™ I faor, B sereed san the Cilmome
Commissinn, o corgrrmssivnnl oy aoey panc! than ssued 3o repos s
yuar enilked Terwepre s Mational Sieieeey Tor Conlsadoe Temoisn.” 3

e ey wonel] bive been (4 on September 149, 2000, 30w due e
Teline thes wesiar bual sasinreed 1es shsy on o Togeess bt Bis seen Toe wooold be
anatler chitel, Ty woade] e beeay
PO At father-soen chicfs, W

By s dudication o trsdning wis
erident: In kerween Tesponding m
disisters warldwide, (raining
FIAEA s, aestifing before
Conpress. amb spending fime with
Fats Ly, e alasiys disrnd time o
nzaeh ot FRIC and FlRIC Wesy.

Cgianes in lre service

- B nEeer, inosis shise

+ The other two aricles

“ered aorivering kewvnois

Andy said his lani
Tather was the one wh
spacked his infercst i
firefighting., Bur hi:
passion for fire attach
roetholelogies in par-
ticalar was triggaced
after he received steam
burns while making an
interior “combinatiog”
fire attack with a fog
nogzle. as wus typical
procedun: for the Vi
ginia fire departmam
Andy worked for at 1he
tiee. prior to his get-
ting on the job in Mew
ork. He rurned his
serions  intelfeerual
skills (evidenced ic
pirt By by 1wa hache-
lor's degrees and mas-
tor's degree in fire protcotion ranagement] na the application ol

I wealer on interior Nires and soon weold develop the nickname " nly
. Mugzles.”

Andy's iniialion te the national feelighting stage was an auspi-
clous starl, His firs

seerirg, "Relurn of the
Solid Srream,” wis
published n 15995 as

package called "Fight.
ing Fire with Water.”

in the pochage were
written By nine oiher
than Willinm k. Clack
ancl Keitly Ruyer, rwn

Mistory wnel firefighting
mcthods, TFor Andy.
s wis g harbineer af
43
Thiagh Andy's dife

Wi Ul sBeerl e e e

:__-:J'r.‘:ll[ll.:'i‘\ cue.

nearing (he heighe ol

yuars he cstublished
himself as an imbustry
afurd in s ewn righe, Wl

In 2000, Andy deliv- |00 L0

spech, “Don't Worry “hoal Rar Moge, Kid, “case We Don’t Da
Fires Anyvmasne,” a1 the Fire Deparlment Instruclors Confarence
pening Ceremany, “Firefiphling today will remadns Lirgely o grir-

Sy, up-chase, personal affair wsing woies and 1cchniguecs tha date

rireCnaginesing.oom

70 Mot 2002 FIRE ENGINEERING




une whio
1eTest
But his
ro altack
in par-
Hggered
pid stcoim
mling an
tnarun"
hhafng
Fypical
the Vir

el
ratb the
et
- Mo
-t hiy
utuai
= in

b -

A oo -
Jion ul’
Ay

alaspi-

't s
onee
aril-
Wl

his late

A Tribute

bk shovogdes,”
it i the soldier
wirth the rfle
wlw s ke
the slidTeronee
owartine. 5o
antil we ke
prefer sndhes i
the tire proven-
lion and Tixed
LSS0 Ang-
futs, the Tremeh-
wroanel By owegle
will eontinge
il odifference
Betssaerm dile and
ek for Binerudbe
thiursrids of Aam-
vricans ireal-
et hy fire e

e EI‘ItE-I‘EIl the hrn sermr:e A% 2 ;rulunteer in 1979
and was only 40 years old at the time of his death,

“ guess in many ways | am, because | truly belieye
that tradition is important te the long-term survival
of the fire service.”

The three sidens by developed Poe Tine Enginecring, Advese-
Heoreedling (T3, Rreedeitiy e Dafeind Ardegk
Hevnrfbine TVIR1L ol Werlends off Nerecftore Feee Arined 0] 849, |

gt Bitial Aminck

e sl CEven in the Bigh-tech banle ekl of tolay,

i cleatival the Waorld Toe Center. B

*inarguably o the fimest amd most comprehensive works ever devel-
l ofied on engine work in the video draining zenre. Bue Andy's bl
lance shoeeed threngh inoald repes ol minion veres, be it ar the
| pacinm, on the training ground. in print. e on video. He was work-
cint em o bk en engine company operations, which e sow as the
culmination of hiy lifes work w dare, at the ime of his untimely

His npinions
Iruly were dezp-
rooted—aml he
W ot shy about
Cxpressing them.
o ormie, dhe e
service is still diny
hose and brass nog-
2le tips. seasonad
firedighiers  whn
ko wht it cesms
nopull s eviling ol
o what 1 dn
whien they”ne 1ol 1o
im0 window .,
and it's about chiels
wh It rheir en-
slinces and exnds
fhar cenwnarl ares-
e e saidd. B

v hesed wadionad auddjence. with searing e thaot was o Froder-

i thaln oy sha u BalUdesen or e nefizier

Cthene are vnly bear e --mnnu_f aanidabie tor dntegior Treliviing. T

S hinh,

oo AN Je e licsd o e st ol the T o shorer fione franme. w bich

Do e when i deadlice Tor wriding oo ol Ris vidoes seraprs wis

| Figislad, hiv wile picked op Uee ather phoone estensdon and
Fohimud il

-t weripe !

i FERE e " He had
made tha denlsmn tn get haclt to Ius rnnts
and was seeking a detail back to the engine
campany.

ST i Hie taoe-ind et rube as goeepaul standand e apdned

fohs nudetmuk,
e oo e

SEhe the o weli e i ire i Desthhe,
U uning

wihar ane

b b able (o dot! My expemiemee
111 rencie sl
e Finetisehber o distress 0 Toome, the saliest weay oo nperate iF

ool Tens ane Aaed the s is e the

seinchn Ter vishims
will P comipleted mcd mssee guick s Tun e ienpaortang, winer
elaninates a0l the hoginls Fe wee-ndaa-oal nele was cneated o
addeesson the sl place ™ W

Anly had accepuimtion e buisig o desored Gomly i, Thene wae

Crar sipproachang. Whan e s called aned reminded 4o cet his video

Aecanen s le ring voe kclen cabinets e can fioish
e paineed those calioe -, 0

RikG
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